
Via Email: Bert Brantley, Georgia Dept. of Economic Development – Bbrantley@georgia.org 
 
March 27, 2020  
 
The Honorable Brian Kemp  
Governor of Georgia 
206 Washington Street 
Suite 203, State Capitol 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
 
RE: Georgia A/E/C and Real Estate Industries and COVID-19  
 
Dear Governor Kemp:  
 
Thank you for your efforts during this current public health crisis. We recognize and 
sincerely appreciate your leadership and the work of your staff and those who are spending 
every hour to keep Georgians safe during this time. You have always understood the 
importance of the A/E/C (architecture, engineering and construction) and real estate 
industries to the state’s economy, and we hope you will recognize the need for our work to 
continue in a safe manner, following best practices and implementing CDC and OSHA 
guidelines.  
 
We write to you today to ask, should you need to issue a Shelter in Place executive order, 
that you treat the full A/E/C and real estate industries, both commercial and residential, as 
essential services for the state and refrain from any action to curtail construction projects. 
This will provide each firm and its clients the opportunity to decide for themselves whether 
to keep their jobsites open or to temporarily close them. The continuation of these activities 
will not only help us through today’s crisis, but it will prepare Georgia to recover more 
quickly and strongly once the crisis is over by accommodating new businesses and 
homeowners, thereby helping Georgia maintain its status as the “Top State for Business.” 
 
Other states are considering adding construction to their “emergency services,” and we 
encourage you to do likewise. Just last week, the Governor of New York, in his executive 
order to reduce the workforce of non-essential services, exempted construction and 
construction workers. Governor Cuomo declared construction an “essential service.”  
 
Here are a few examples of how our industry’s men and women are fulfilling the essential 
needs of our modern system during the crisis: 
 

• Our electricians and HVAC mechanics keep the lights on and the generators, air 
flow systems, and other equipment running in our hospitals, clinics, doctors’ offices, 
fire stations and police departments, protecting all Georgians and especially our 
most vulnerable. These workers also provide necessary repair and maintenance for 
grocery stores and the other essential services that remain open. 

• Vertical lift companies, contractors and mechanics that maintain elevators and 
escalators are necessary for getting patients to the proper areas of the hospital and 
keeping key businesses and essential government offices accessible. 

• Road and bridge infrastructure projects must stay on track and be maintained for the 
sake and safety of our truck drivers and driving public. 
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• Construction materials such as ready-mix concrete, crushed aggregates, cement, 
sand and asphalt are essential to virtually all construction. Any emergency affecting 
critical infrastructure – utilities, water and sewer, and roads and bridges – need 
access to these materials. 

• Georgia is already facing an affordable housing crisis, and any shutdown in 
residential construction will only worsen this shortage. Georgia’s home builders, both 
site-built and factory-built, are positioned to provide quality and affordable homes to 
all Georgians in the event of displacement or economic calamity. The tradespeople, 
subcontractors, community, regional and national banks and REALTORS that rely 
on this industry would face catastrophic financial stress if residential construction 
were to stop.  

• Georgia’s engineering and construction firms play an essential role in designing, 
building, inspecting and maintaining the critical infrastructure necessary for our 
everyday lives. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security and other federal 
agencies have designated public works, water, wastewater, transportation, energy, 
communications and healthcare facilities as “critical infrastructure.” 

• On-site services provided by architects and engineers, including construction 
observation and administration, as well as building-code compliance, are necessary 
to the successful, timely completion of these essential projects. 

• Underground utility construction workers are needed to install and repair water and 
sewer lines for public and private facilities. These contractors are also necessary for 
the construction and operation of water and sewer treatment plants, and they 
provide vital services such as directional drilling for underground utilities, power and 
gas generation and transmission installations that Georgia citizens depend on. 
Likewise, site work, utility and erosion control providers are essential to keeping 
Georgia’s waters clean and healthy. 

• To keep the industry moving forward, real estate professionals should also be 
considered essential business. The ability to complete existing real estate 
transactions, market opportunities for the future, and oversee thousands of 
commercial and residential tenant-occupied properties across the state is critical in 
these times of fast-paced change. 

 
It is important to realize that the thousands of employees who work on-site in government 
and private-sector construction are already practicing “social distancing.” These workers 
generally work outdoors, and jobsites typically have a total number of workers that is in 
keeping with recommended guidelines from OSHA and CDC. On a jobsite, social 
distancing is already the norm. Furthermore, in the construction industry, safety is key, and 
abandoned worksites create immediate hazards. We can help you protect the public by 
staying on the job and at the ready. Finally, it is critically important, especially in times of 
crisis, that construction sites be mitigated and completed, since occupants, both business 
and residential, are without a home or workplace while construction is occurring. 
 
Your Georgia construction professionals, workers and tradesmen and women are ready to 
step up and work for Georgia and our fellow citizens during this crisis. We encourage you 
to take the lead in this area, as you have in so many others, and assure Georgians that the 
A/E/C industry, which is essential to the safety and wellbeing of our communities, will be 
continuing to provide necessary services to keep our state running smoothly and safely.  
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We stand with you, 
 
American Council of Engineering Companies of Georgia 

American Institute of Architects 

American Subcontractors Association Georgia Chapter 

Associated Builders and Contractors of Georgia 

Associated General Contractors of Georgia 

Atlanta Electrical Contractors Association 

Community Association Institute 

Community Bankers Association of Georgia 

Conditioned Air Association of Georgia 

Construction Suppliers Association 

Council for Quality Growth 

Georgia Apartment Association 

Georgia Association of Community Banks 

Georgia Association of Realtors 

Georgia Bankers Association 

Georgia Credit Union Association 

Georgia Hispanic Construction Association 

Georgia Manufactured Housing Association 

Georgia Mining Association 

Georgia Movers Association 

Georgia Ready Mix Concrete Construction 

Georgia Utility Contractors Association 

Georgia – SMACNA 

Georgia/Carolinas Prestressed Concrete Institute 

Greater Atlanta Home Builders Association 

Home Builders Association of Georgia 

Independent Electrical Contractors Association 

Mechanical Contractors Association of Georgia 

Mortgage Bankers Association of Georgia 

Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors Association of Georgia 

Truist Financial Corporation 
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