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ADVISORY RE: READY MIX CONCRETE AS CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

On Wednesday, April 1, 2020, Georgia Governor Brian Kemp held a press conference outside the Georgia State 

Capitol announcing his next steps in the state’s fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. During this time, he 

announced the following day he would sign a statewide shelter-in-place order that would last until at least April 

13, 2020.  

Earlier this evening, Governor Kemp signed and publicly released his order which also included references to 

businesses and industries that would be classified as “essential” and be allowed to maintain operations during 

this shelter-in-place order. Attached  is a copy of Governor Kemp’s Executive Order 04.02.20.01 as well as the 

guidance documents his office produced which includes the US Department of Homeland Security’s 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) March 28, 2020 memo on identification of essential 

critical infrastructure workers during COVID-19 response.  

Governor Kemp’s order creates several categories – Essential Services, Necessary Travel, Critical Infrastructure, 

and Minimum Basic Operations. “Critical Infrastructure” is determined by the previously referenced CISA memo. 

Those who are Critical infrastructure are permitted to continue operations provided they have established 

protocols to mitigate the spread and exposure of COVID-19 to its workforce. The order also provides a suggested 

list to work from in order to help mitigate exposure.  

While numerous local orders throughout Georgia have created some confusion as to who and what is essential, 

the Governor’s order overrides all local ordinances. Additionally, local governments do not have authority to 

amend or modify the order to suit themselves. This will create uniformity in how all of our industry operates 

throughout the state. The operation of Critical Infrastructure shall not be impeded by county, municipal, or 
local ordinance.  

The CISA memo advising what is considered “Critical Infrastructure” contains numerous sections such as critical 

manufacturing, energy, transportation systems, and defense industrial base, amongst others. These broad 

sections provide detailed examples.  

IS THE READY MIXED CONCRETE INDUSTRY COVERED BY THE CISA MEMO? 

In the Commercial Facilities and Services section: 

• Workers who support the supply chain of building materials from production through 

application/installation including cabinetry, fixtures, doors, cement, hardware, plumbing, electrical, 

heating/cooling, refrigeration, appliances, paint/coatings, and employees who provide services that 

enable repair materials and equipment for essential functions. 

In the Residential/Shelter Facilities and Services section: 

• Workers performing housing construction related activities to ensure additional units can be made 

available to combat the nation’s existing housing supply shortage. 
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• Workers supporting the construction of housing, including those supporting government functions 

related to the building and development process, such as inspectors, permitting and plan review 

services that can be modified to protect the public health, but fundamentally continue and serve the 

construction of housing (e.g., allow qualified private third party inspections in case of government 

shutdown). 

In the Public Works and Infrastructure Support Services section: 

• Workers who support the operation, inspection, and maintenance of essential public works facilities and 

operations, including bridges, water and sewer main breaks, fleet maintenance personnel, construction 

of critical or strategic infrastructure, traffic signal maintenance, emergency location services for buried 

utilities, maintenance of digital systems infrastructure supporting public work operations, and other 

emergent issues. 

In the Transportation and Logistics section: 

• Employees supporting or enabling transportation functions, including truck drivers, bus drivers, 

dispatchers, maintenance and repair technicians, warehouse workers, truck stop and rest area workers, 

Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV) Employees, towing/recovery services, roadside assistance workers, 

intermodal transportation personnel, and workers who maintain and inspect infrastructure (including 

those who require cross-jurisdiction travel). 

As you can see, the ready mix concrete industry supports numerous Critical Infrastructure industries as 

determined by the CISA memo. The ready mix concrete industry in Georgia should be fully operational during 

the current shelter in place order.  

If there are is any dispute or discrepancy, the Order determines that the Georgia Department of Economic 

Development will make any necessary final determinations. If an issue arises, GRMCA can utilize its contact 

through affiliated industry partner organizations, the Georgia Department of Economic Development, or the 

Office of the Governor for clarity on any potential issue that may arise during the effective period of the order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


